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2018 Summer Reading Requirements for 
Rising Sixth-Twelfth Grade Students 

All students entering grades 6-12 for the 2018-2019 school-year are required to complete a summer reading 
assignment. To better equip students for success with these assignments, your child's current teacher will 
conference with him/her about book selections and the required assignments. All students who enroll in Rockdale 
County Public Schools prior to August 6, 2018, are required to complete the summer reading assignments. Please 
read and discuss the Summer Reading Requirements below with your child to determine which option is best for 
him/her. The Summer Reading Assignment is due August 10, 2018.   

Option 1: (For all Rising 6-12 Grade Students) 
1. Students must read one book from the required reading list for the grade level they will enter August 2018.
2. Students must complete one essay (with three parts) on the required book they selected, which are due August 

10. The specific guidelines and rubric for the assignments are included on the next page. 

Option 2: (Available only to rising 6th-8th grade students who had Achieve 3000 access during the  
2017- 2018 school-year:   
In the Achieve 3000 on-line platform, your child will read high-interest, informational articles, customized to match 
his/her specific reading level. Each article includes a variety of fun activities to improve your child’s 
comprehension, vocabulary, and writing skills. It is important that your child’s answers to the questions reflect work 
completed independently and without extra assistance.   

1. Students must complete a minimum of 10 activities on the Achieve 3000 platform. A complete activity
consists of:

a. Responding to the Before Reading Poll,
b. Reading the Article,
c. Answering the Activity Questions,
d. Responding to the After Reading Poll, and
e. Answering the open-ended Thought Question (only required for 3 of the 10

articles)

2. Students must score a minimum average of 75% on 10 reading activities. You will see the score in the
program platform.

Students who choose Option 2 should log into Achieve 3000 by using their Clever login. Please write down
your child’s Clever login before the end of the school year as there is not an option to retrieve forgotten
username/password from this site. Please note that students can only access Achieve 3000 through June 28. If a
student does not complete all 10 activities by this date, he/she will have to complete Option 1.

If you have questions about the Summer Reading Requirements, please contact your child’s school.  



 

RCPS Summer Reading Option 1 Assignment Guidelines 

Please write an essay that includes the following:  

• First Paragraph-Summary/Critique   
Write or type a well-developed summary (approximately 300 words) of the book, emphasizing 
the plot or key details. Be sure to include the genre (i.e., biography, mystery, information, etc.), 
title of the book, and the author.  As you start to write, remember to grab the reader’s attention by 
creating a sense of humor, wonder, mystery, curiosity, etc.  These feelings cause the reader to 
want to know what happens next.  
 

• Second Paragraph-Theme/Central Idea 
Identify the theme (general lesson about life in a fictional text) or central idea (main idea that the 
author wants to convey about the topic of a non-fiction text) of the book you read. Choose three 
(3) quotes that support the theme or central idea. For each quote, write a well-developed 
paragraph that explains how the quote relates to the theme or central idea. Consider choosing one 
quote each from the beginning, middle, and end of the book to ensure you identify an appropriate 
and logical theme or central idea.  
 

• Third Paragraph-Recommendation    
Persuade or dissuade someone to read your book.  Using specific details, explain why you did or 
did not enjoy reading this book. In addition, be sure to include details that explain the type of 
reader for whom the book was written, i.e. athletes, nature-lovers, mystery-readers, risk-takers, 
etc. Although you may not have liked your book, the author must have had someone in mind when 
writing it.  

       
 
Directions: Students must complete the required three parts of the assignment. Students will receive a 
score for each part of the assignment submitted (see rubric). A score of zero will be given for any part of 
the assignment not submitted. Please see rubric on the next page for specific requirements and scoring 
procedures. 

Deadline: The summer reading assignment is due to your English Language Arts teacher August 10, 
2018.  All students who enroll in Rockdale County Public Schools prior to August 6, 2018, are required 
to complete the summer reading assignments.  



  
RCPS SUMMER READING OPTION 1 SCORING RUBRIC  

   DISTINGUISHED  PROFICIENT  DEVELOPING  BEGINNING 
Summary:   
(Maximum 10 Points)  
 
Standard: RL/RI2Summarize 
the key supporting details and 
ideas  

 

  

10       9 
 

• Effectively provides comprehensive 
summary of text distinct from personal 
opinions or judgments  

• The sequence of information is presented 
in a highly organized and logical order.    

 

 

8      7 
 

• Provides thorough summary of text distinct from 
personal opinions or judgments    

• The sequence of information is presented in an 
organized and logical order.   

  

  

 

6     5 
• Provides basic summary of 

texts distinct from personal 
opinions or judgments    

• There is some illogical order in the 
sequence of information  

 

 

4    3      
• Provides too simple or no 

summary of text  
• The sequence of information 

does not follow a logical order.  
  

Theme/Central Idea  
(Maximum: 25 Points)   
  
Standard: RL/RI1-Cite 
specific textual evidence 
when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn 
from the text.  

RL/RI2-Determine central 
ideas or themes of a text and 
analyze their development  

 

  

  

25       24 
 

• Effectively explains the theme/central idea 
and gives an explanation of its 
development with sufficient evidence from 
the text 

•  Includes at least three specific quotes that 
make clear reference to the text  

• All direct quotes from the novel notated by 
citing page numbers in parentheses   

  

  

  

  

23   22 
 

• Adequately explains the theme/central idea 
and gives an explanation of its development 
with evidence based on the text  

• Includes at least two quotes that make clear 
reference to the text  

• All direct quotes from the novel noted by citing 
page numbers in parentheses  

  

  

 

  

21    20 
 

• Explains the theme/central idea and 
gives an explanation of its 
development with vague/limited 
evidence from the text  

• Includes vague or irrelevant quotes 
that make reference to the text OR 
Only includes one quote from the 
text  

• Direct quotes from the novel are not  
noted by citing page numbers in 
parentheses 

 

 

19     18 
 

• Response does not correctly 
identify the theme/central idea 
of the text  

• Does not include any direct 
quotes  

  

Recommendation:   
(Maximum 10 Points)  

 Standard: RL/RI1-Cite 
specific textual evidence when 
writing or speaking to support 
conclusions drawn from the 
text  

  

  

10       9 
 

• Provides a clear recommendation with 
strong reasons/support   

• The book is recommended to a specific 
type of reader   

  

  

  

8      7 
 

• Provides a clear recommendation but without 
sufficient rationale    

• It is assumed that every reader would feel the 
same about the book   

  

  

  

6     5 
 

• Provides a recommendation 
statement.  However, it is general 
such as, “This is a good book”   

• Does not describe the type of reader 
who would enjoy the book  

  

 

 

  

4   3       
 

• Provides summary rather than 
a recommendation.  

• Does not describe the type of 
reader who would enjoy the 
book  

Grammar/Conventions:  
(5 Points)  

Standard: L1/L2- 
Demonstrate the command 
of the conventions of 
standard English grammar 
and usage, capitalization, 
punctuation, spelling   

 5  
 

• Has very few or no errors in usage, 
conventions, punctuation, capitalization, or 
spelling.  Errors do not interfere with 
meaning.   

 4    

• Has some errors in usage, conventions, 
punctuation, capitalization, or spelling.  Errors 
do not interfere with meaning.  

  3    

• Has frequent errors in usage, 
conventions, punctuation, 
capitalization, or spelling that 
interfere with meaning  

  

 2 
 

• Has frequent major errors in 
usage, conventions, 
punctuation, capitalization, or 
spelling that significantly 
interfere with  

     meaning  
 

Score Range 
 

Assignment Points:    ______/50 
 

Teacher Commentary:   
  
 
 
 

 

Distinguished= 47-50 
 
 

Proficient= 40-46 
 
 

Developing= 33-39 
 
 

Beginning= 0-32 
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